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PROGRAM FOR MONDAY, October 24, 2011

Tonight’s speaker is Charles Pankenier, author of the booklet “Ridgefield Fights
the Civil War,” detailing the stories of local residents who served in the conflict,
what happened to them and how the war was viewed on the homefront.

Pankenier, a retired IBM public relations executive and ex-English teacher,
grew up in Poughkeepsie and moved to Ridgefield in 1984. He and his wife
Judi have visited over 50 civil war battle sites.

Rotary Calendar

Thurs - Oct 27" — Chamber of Commerce Business Gathering — Casablanca — 5:30 — 8:00
Thurs - Nov 3™ — Foundation Dinner — Sheraton Four Points — Meriden

Fri - Sun - Nov 4™ - 6" - RYLA - Homewood Suites - Stratford

Sat — Nov 5™ Rotary UN Day

Sun - Nov 20" — Deadline to get Thanksgiving Basket items to Joan’s House

Wed — Dec 7" - Senior Party at Brooks Quarry — 1 pm

Mon - Dec 19" — Annual Holiday Party and White Elephant Auction

Sat — Mar 31" — Rotary Leadership Institute — Parts I, IT & ITI - Westconn — Westside Campus 8:00 am
Sat — Feb 11" - Pre-PETS — Graduate Club - New Haven

Thurs - Sat — Mar 8" — 10" — PETS - Framingham, MA

Fri - Sun - Mar 23" - 25" - RYLA — Homewood Suites — Stratford

Sat — Apr 7" — Interact Assembly — Choate Rosemary Hall - Wallingford

Sat — Apr 21* - District Assembly — Sheraton Four Points — Meriden - 8:30 am

Sun - Wed - May 6" — 9" — Rotary International Convention — Bangkok, Thailand

Thurs — Sun - May 17" — 20" — District Conference — Warwick, RI

Area Rotary Clubs
Newtown Monday 6:00 p.m. The Inn at Newtown, 19 Main Street
New Milford Tuesday 12:15 p.m. Holiday Restaurant, Big Y Plaza
New Milford 3" Tuesday | 12:15 p.m. The Maxx, 94 Railroad Street
Danbury Lunch Wednesday | 12:15 p.m. The Ethan Allen Hotel, 21 Lake Ave Ext.
Ridgefield Wednesday | 6:30 p.m. B & G Grill 967 Ethan Allen Hwy
Ridgefield Sunrise Tuesday 7:15 am. Bissell House Restaurant 378 Main St.




University of L'Aquila Honors Banerjee in Recognition of Rotarian-led Rebuilding Effort

- | WS Left: RI President Kalyan Banerjee receives an
' - honorary doctorate in engineering from the
Faculty of Engineering at the University of
L'Aquila, Italy, on 12 October. Photo courtesy
Margarita Hewko Right: Banerjee, with his wife,
Binota, receives a check for €50,000 (US$69,300)
- from the Italian blood donation agency AVIS

1 WECATRILONE G .
per la FACOLTA DL e during the ceremony.

Earo 50.000,00

i i k)

RI President Kalyan Banerjee received an
honorary doctorate in engineering from the
University of L'Aquila, Italy, on 12 October, in recognition of Rotarians’ help in rebuilding the engineering campus after the devastating
earthquake of 2009.

Rotarians in District 2090 (Albania; part of Italy) have joined with the Italian blood donation agency AVIS to raise almost €2 million
(US$2,772,000) so far to rebuild a wing of the school.

"This honor is from our university, but also from the entire city of L'Aquila," said Roberto Volpe, vice chancellor, who presented the
degree along with Pier Ugo Foscolo, dean of the Faculty of Engineering. "From initiatives such as [Rotary's] we will acquire the hope --
actually the certainty -- that we will have a future of full economic, civil, and cultural recovery."

During the ceremony, AVIS presented Banerjee with a €50,000 (US$69,300) check to further support the rebuilding effort. Rotarians and
AVIS have pledged to raise €3 million (US$4,159,000) total to completely rebuild and reopen the campus.

"The honorary degree I am accepting today is really an honor that is directed not toward me, but toward the organization I represent,
Rotary International," Banerjee noted. "One of the things that Rotary has been very involved with has been the rebuilding of the [Faculty
of] Engineering here at the university. And I think you’ve seen for yourselves how Rotary has inspired this community, and brought so
many together to make this dream a reality."

Solving humanitarian problems

The University of L'Aquila also awarded the doctorate in recognition of Banerjee's work to elevate and affirm the role of engineering in
solving humanitarian problems. University officials cited his contributions "in a rapidly evolving society, such as India."

Banerjee shared some of his background with the audience of university and civic leaders and Rotarians. He explained how, after earning
his degree in chemical engineering at the Indian Institute of Technology in Kharagpur, he decided to join a relative in a venture that led to
the formation of United Phosphorus Limited, now the largest agrochemical manufacturer in India.

"I've never regretted going to work for a small company instead of a multinational, and now I can see that bypassing graduate school was
the right choice as well. I'm getting my doctorate in the end -- even if it did take me 45 years," he quipped.

Banerjee joined the Rotary Club of Vapi, Gujarat, shortly after the launch of United Phosphorus. The club helped transform Vapi from a
town with no substantial infrastructure to a city with medical facilities, schools, and colleges.

"Ultimately, the transformation of the city of Vapi came about because of one simple and, I hope, obvious idea: that we all share
responsibility for the well-being of our communities and, ultimately, our world," he said. "It’s the idea that all of us, as individuals and
collectively, are fundamentally responsible for seeing that our world gets, not worse every day, but better."

Francesco Ottaviano, governor of District 2090, noted the importance of the ceremony to local Rotarians, the town, and the university:
"This recognition will be news that will go all around the Rotary world and to more than 200 countries."

Rotary 4-Way Test:

Of the things we think, say or do: Is it the TRUTH? Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?



